BOARD OF SELECTMEN – Minutes November 10, 2015

PRESENT:  Doug Ludewig – Chair, Timothy McDonald – Vice Chair, and  Darlene Sanborn and Sandra Schiller – Members.  
ABSENT:    Dianna Boisvert - Member.
ALSO PRESENT:  Curtis Lunt - Town Manager, Kevin Mulherin – Police Chief, Dan Roy – Fire Chief, Bruce Balfour – PW Director, and Doreen Christ. 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance.  This meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Doug Ludewig – 
Chair, along with the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Minutes of October 28, 2015.  There were a few minor changes made by Doug Ludewig and then the 
following motion was made.
MOTION:	by Timothy McDonald , seconded by Darlene Sanborn to approve, with changes, the Board of Selectmen meeting minutes for October 28, 2015.  
VOTED:	4-0 (Passed).

3. Fire Truck Repairs.   Dan Roy – Fire Chief said that there are engine issues with Engine 86.  The “check
engine” light is on.  A new filter was ordered and they have tried to replace the sensor.  The truck is at Cummins Northeast LLC in South Portland.  The air filter assembly is cracked.  There is dust in the engine (a photograph was distributed to board members at this meeting).  The entire engine needs to be rebuilt.  He stated that the estimate is $21,000 to rebuild it and could be up to $25,000.  This estimate was also included in board member packets.  This does not fall under the warranty.  The annual inspection was done this past April.  Chief Roy said that they are trying to determine what happened.  It could have been a defective part.  The intention is to file a claim.  HME had recommended changing this part and sent the new part.  Curtis Lunt – Town Manager suggested a Special Town Meeting be held.  They will pursue insurance claims.  Chief Roy said there will be answers by the end of the week.  January 5, 2016 could be a Special Election.  

4. Dept. Head Reports.  Dan Roy – Fire Chief reported that Halloween went well with 460 kids and only one (1) 
bag of candy left over.  They sold both hot dogs and hamburgers and profited $500.  Five (5) members graduated and are now certified.  Training will consist of Cold Weather Operations and Chimney Fires.
	Bruce Balfour – PW Director said his dept. is gearing up for winter.  The snow fence is up.  The trucks are serviced.  The floats are out of all boat launches.  There are two (2) new floats to be built.  His dept. will be re-doing the ramp. The Transfer Station is going well and is on the winter schedule.  Bruce Balfour passed around the new cards for the Transfer Staton.  The cards have also been done for non-residents.  The card that he distributed to board members at this meeting is not in circulation yet.
	Kevin Mulherin – Police Chief commented that the new cruiser was up on Blue Street.  His dept. is working on their mandatory training.  They have already done Maine Law.  Mike Parshall has  been training in O.O.B on integrates with the camera system.  
	Curtis Lunt – Town Manager mentioned that they are starting on the Boat Launch and Ramp.  Surveying will be done by Paul Ruopp.  Wright-Pierce will do the drawings.  Sandra Schiller said she would attend a MMA workshop on “Social Media Do’s and Don’ts.    

5. Public Comments.  None.  

6. Tax Acquired Property Sale Bids.  Curtis Lunt said that there were five (5) properties for sale, which were, as
follows:  
a. 25 Chipmunk Lane (Map 9, Lot 43) – 2.86 acres.  Minimum bid $2,500,
b. 147 Packard Road (Map 20, Lot 19) – 7.8 acres.  Minimum bid $1,000,
c. 55 Carver Road (Map 13, Lot 23) - .36 acres.  Minimum bid $1,000,
d. 156 North Main Street (Map 52, Lot 44) – 3,000 SF, plus building.  Minimum bid $2,500, and
e. 147 Packard Road (Map 40, Lot 60) – 9 acres.  Minimum bid $1,000.
The bids were due and opened today.  There was a lot of interest with the property on Packard Road (Map 20, Lot 19).  There were five (5) bids.  The highest bid was for $3,600 (Douglas Piehl/Keith Barlow of Freeport, Maine) with a $360 deposit.  There were two (2) bids off Annabessacook Road (Map 40, Lot 60).  The highest bid was for $2,500 (Colin Lindley of Monmouth, Maine) with a $250 deposit.  There were three (3) bids on 25Chipmunk Lane (Map 9, Lot 43).  The highest bid was for $7,500 (David Schmid of Tolland, Connecticut) with a $750 deposit.  The following motion was made.  
MOTION:	by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Darlene Sanborn to move to accept the highest bid on each of the three (3) properties brought forward.  
VOTED:	4-0 (Passed). 
It was suggested to return the deposits.  Colin Lindley was present at this meeting.  He said he thinks there is a discrepancy on the acreage for 147 Packard Road.  The Town  lists it as nine (9) acres.  He thinks it is 12.  The numbers need to be verified.  Also he may not be the winner for (Map 40, Lot 60) off  Annabessacook Road.  The wrong checks were placed in the wrong envelopes.  With regards to 25 Chipmunk Lane, Curtis Lunt said there may be confusion about the lot for sale and that he will speak to the highest bidder.

7. Tax Acquired Property List.  This listing was included in the board member packets.  There were 28 properties
listed.  Three (3) of those properties have been sold.  The asterisk denotes payments being made monthly to taxes in arrears.  Curtis Lunt said he would plan for a spring sale on the properties not keeping up with their payment plans.  

8. Tax Abatement Applications.  There were eight (8) applications., as follows: 
a. Craig & Brooke Daigle (Map 15, Lot 32).  This is shore frontage property.  Timothy McDonald said that the 
comparables are different.  The Assessor’s Agent recommends denial.
b. Robert Linneken (Map 30, Lot 55).  This is 37 King Lane (off of Frost Drive).  There was no appraisal.  The
Assessor’s Agent recommends denial.   
c. Dennis & Dana Hartford (Map 38, Lot 1).  This was a clerical error.  This parcel was assessed for 136 acres, 
when they only own 123 acres.  The difference in value is $1,200 or $18.72 in taxes.
d. Woods Tree Service (202 Annabessacook).  They did not file notice that they had gone out of business before 
April 1, 2015.  The difference is $3,000 value in equipment or $$48.80 in taxes. 
e. Daniel & Susan Niles (Map 39, Lot 19).  The abatement is the difference between the error in the assessment 
and the error in the valuation.  The difference in value is $4,200 or $65.52 in taxes.  
f. Richard & Dorothy Simonton (Map 34, Lot 20).   Due to an interior inspection, the new valuation is $77,900 
for both land and buildings.  The Assessor’s Agent’s recommendation is that this abatement be granted at $638.04. 
g. Pauline Pelletier (Map 40, Lot 1),.  This is a beautiful townhouse.  After the interior inspection, changes were 
made to the assessment record, namely changing the condition of the barn, workshop, and garage, which are in poor repair.  The new valuation is $150,100 for both land and buildings.  The Assessor’s Agent’s recommendation is that this abatement be granted at $385.32.
h. Jason & Anne Beal (Map 36, Lot 162).  The current valuation did not include a bathroom or a deck, which 
were installed without permits.  The valuation will increase for the 2016 tax year.  The Assessor’s Agent recommends denial.  The following motion was made on the above eight (8) properties.
MOTION:	by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Sandra Schiller to move to accept the Assessor’s Agent’s recommendations on the eight (8) listed properties.
VOTED:	4-0 (Passed).
 
9. Holiday Meeting Schedule.  It was agreed there will be a Special Meeting next Wednesday, November 18, 2015 at 5:30 pm. 
It was agreed to skip the regularly scheduled Board of Selectmen meeting scheduled for Wednesday, November 25, 2015, due to the Thanksgiving Holiday and if there are no pressing items.  It was agreed to keep the regularly scheduled Board of Selectmen meeting dates for Wednesday, December 23, 2015, and also Wednesday, January 6, 2016.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:	by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Darlene Sanborn to not have the regularly scheduled Board of Selectmen meeting for Wednesday, November 25, 2015.
VOTED:	4-0 (Passed).

	Doug Ludewig stated the RSU will be submitting an application for a K-8 school.  He said a bigger piece of land may be needed.  He also reviewed the Cobbossee Watershed Meeting on Cochnewagan regarding $150,000 grant/$100,000 from the Town/$50,000 for lake treatment.

10. Warrant #10, Payroll and Payables.  Payroll - $31,400 and Payables - $461,923.  Curtis Lunt read a listing
of  items over $1,000.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:	by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Darlene Sanborn to pay Warrant #10.
VOTED:	4-0 (Passed).


11. Adjourn.  The following motion was made to adjourn.
MOTION:	by Timothy McDonald, seconded by Darlene Sanborn to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 pm.
VOTED:	4-0 (Passed).

Respectfully submitted,



Doreen Christ
Recording Secretary – Town of Monmouth






