ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Meeting Minutes
January 26, 2015


PRESENT:  Timothy McDonald – Chairman, Russ Stoddard, Steve Bero, Rick Grant, Chuck Mailhot,  and Lisa Hicks.   
ABSENT AND EXCUSED:  Mike Rogers, Nancy Smith, Kelly Beaudoin, Paul Ruopp, and Scott Sanborn.       
ALSO PRESENT:  Curtis Lunt – Town Manager.


1.	Call To Order.  This meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by Timothy McDonald – Chairman. 

2.	Discussion.  Chairman Timothy McDonald shared copies of the new Economic Development Committee (EDC) flyer.  Russ Stoddard said the colors were great.  Timothy McDonald said Kelly Beaudoin had put a lot of work into it.
The committee reviewed the December 28, 2014 e-mail from Cumston Hall Trustee Randy Prince, in which he said the trustees did not agree with Paul Ruopp’s suggestions to landscape the front of the Hall and develop a parking lot out back.  He said they were not altogether opposed, but were concerned about the costs involved and would look at ideas to improve parking.  Timothy McDonald said he was disappointed with the response, that the people were being ignored, and that there should be more follow-up to this.
Curtis Lunt said the Beach Development Meetings were well attended with a lot of ideas for facilities and parking and that Wright-Pierce was developing plans for a Public Meeting to be held on February 25, 2015.
Steve Bero said high-speed internet services, such as developed by GWI in Rockport, were important for business.  He said more businesses were connecting to the cloud and need higher speeds than were available.  Timothy McDonald suggested he develop a sub-committee and study the costs and opportunities for the committee.
Timothy McDonald suggested Russ Stoddard gather a committee and look at possible grants for downtown buildings in distress between Welch Avenue and Pleasant Street.  Russ Stoddard said Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) require acceptance of a “slum and blight” designation and low and moderate income limits.  Curtis Lunt said a zone or designated area could avoid the income problem.  Russ Stoddard said Mark Burgess was interested in serving on the committee.  It was suggested that Dr. Larry Buggia be contacted.  Lisa Hicks and Chuck Mailhot volunteered and Curtis Lunt said he would help.  It was noted that repairs have been made to Harold Smith’s Main Street property and the owners of the former “Curly’s Restaurant” were considering a lease to a pizza operation.
Rick Grant inquired about the Museum’s acquisition of the former North Monmouth Library and was told it was not eligible for a façade loan.
Lisa Hicks said there should be more events to help pay the costs at Cumston Hall.  She was encouraged to work with Dawn at the Theater at Monmouth.
Timothy McDonald said the committee had made progress in the past year, with the façade grants, the loan program, and the brochure and asked everyone to keep moving forward.  






	The committee agreed the next meeting will be held on Monday, February 23, 2015, at 6:30 pm.	   
   
3.	Adjournment.  The following motion was made to adjourn. 
MOTION:	by Chuck Mailhot, seconded by Lisa Hicks to adjourn this meeting at 7:40 pm.
VOTED:	6-0 (Passed).
Respectfully submitted,



Curtis Lunt, Town Manager – Town of Monmouth

