MONMOUTH PLANNING BOARD
Meeting Minutes
May 14, 2015

PRESENT:  Steve O’Donnell – Chair; Ray Simond – Vice Chair; John Dovinsky and Larry Saucier – Members, and Cindy Parker  and Rick Grant – Alternate Members.  
ABSENT:   Michael Cyr – Member.
ALSO PRESENT:  David Shaw – CEO; Paul Ruopp, PLS; Keven Crocker, William Williams, Julie Sawtelle, Eric Bryant, Ed Phillips, and Doreen Christ – Recording Secretary.

Due to Board Member Michael Cyr’s absence, Cindy Parker was the Acting Voting Member.

1.     	Call to Order.  This meeting was called to order by Steve O’Donnell - Chair at 7:09 p.m.  

2.	Approval of Minutes:   April 9, 2015.  The only change made was the deletion of  the first three (3) sentences after the motion that was made for Item No. 4, New Business.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:	by Ray Simond, seconded by Larry Saucier to approve, as presented with the change made to Item No. 4, New Business.
VOTED:	5-0 (Passed) (John Dovinsky Abstained).

3.	Old Business.  A Subdivision Amendment for the Painter Estates Subdivision (Christopher R. Trenholm), 615 Main Street, Monmouth (Map 16, Lot 16-1).  Paul Ruopp was present on behalf of the applicants, Christopher & Dawn Trenholm.  The proposed amended Subdivision Plan was available at this meeting for board members review.  The subdivision amendment is to move the approved building envelope on Lot 3, per the plan approved in 2007, to that shown on the amended Subdivision Plan.  The building is situated 150 feet from the previous building envelope.  The buffer will be increased.  The driveway will be 115 feet from the road.  There will be no treatment.  The utilities will all be underground.  Paul Ruopp showed the old buffer area.  This will be vegetated and made into a hayfield.  Again, reference was made to the correspondence from Bill Monagle, Executive Director of the Cobbossee Watershed District (CWD).  All phosphorus standards have been satisfied.  An applicant needs to satisfy the review criteria.  The proposal is for a single-family residence.  The home will be two (2) floors.  There will be a walk-in basement.  The total SF is 1,400.  The vision from the road will see a one (1) single floor, single-family residence.  The sewer/water will be available from Main Street.  
	Comments made from abutting property owners included the following - Ed Phillips, who stated that the Trenholm’s want to make this desirable in the neighborhood and maintain a good view.  Julie Sawtelle said she was concerned with the view from her existing home.  Her property value is at risk.  She made reference to the covenants.  Available at this meeting were:  Proposed Covenants and Restrictions – January 2007 and the First Amendment to Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions dated August 24, 2007.  Julie Sawtelle stated that her property with her existing home is not in the subdivision, however, she owns a lot in the subdivision.  It was stated that the covenants do not appear to cover where the buildings are located.  Julie Sawtelle stated that she had to sign off on an amendment change.  Also present was Eric Bryant, who was present on behalf of the house on Lot No. 2, which was owned by his deceased parents.  He stated that he was not notified.  He is currently trying to sell the house from the estate.  He is concerned with this bringing the property value down.  He is mainly concerned, as was Julie Sawtelle, regarding the covenants.  Steve O’Donnell stated that covenants protect the lot owners.
	Paul Ruopp stated that the applicant wants to be further away from the road and wants a daylight basement.
	David Shaw stated that this was published twice in the local newspaper as a Public Notice and that the abutters were notified by Certified Mail.  Two (2) of the abutter’s Certified Mail was returned as, “Undeliverable”.  One (1) was to Russell A. & Elizabeth A. Bryant and the other to Willard D. & Emily M. Trefethen.  Alternate Member Cindy Parker said that the wording on the Subdivision Plan/Covenants was unclear.  Steve O’Donnell said that the language refers to the building area.  Covenants and Use Restrictions, Item 3.  Building Locations states, “All permanent residential structures may only be located in areas labeled as “Building Zones” on the Plan of Painter Estates.  Abutters can object.  The legal binding agreement is between all the lot owners.  
	Ray Simond said that he wants a definition of “building zone” and “building envelope” before any further review of this item.  It was stated that an opinion could be obtained from the Town Attorney and the author of the covenants.  The Planning Board could go back to them to get clarification.  Steve O’Donnell suggested tabling this item until further evidence is submitted.  There was no mention of covenants at the previous approval.  It was stated, however, that owners can make covenants and can enforce them.  Ed Phillips said that this could be approved without the covenants, since they were not in the previous approval.  There was no specific language for the previous approval.  It shall be noted and recorded that a copy of the draft covenants were provided at this meeting. The following motion was made.
MOTION:	by John Dovinsky, seconded by Ray Simond to table this item until the next regularly scheduled Planning Board meeting (June 11, 2015), pending more information.
VOTED: 	5-0 (Passed).
	Both the Attorney for the Subdivision (Ron Bissonnette from Isaacson & Raymond, P.A.) and the Town’s Attorney (David Perkins) could provide more information to be made available at the next board meeting.  Julie Sawtelle was in disagreement for the Attorney for the Subdivision.  
	No further notification is needed for this item.  This item will be placed again on the agenda for the June 11, 2015 Planning Board meeting only.  Further Public Notice is not necessary for the local newspaper.

4. 	New Business.  A Site Plan Application Review under the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance by Paul Ruopp, R.L.S., on behalf of Keven B. Crocker and William S. Williams, 51 Colby Drive (Map 49, Lot 12) for the construction of a new house with an attached garage.  This item was again presented by Paul Ruopp, PLS, on behalf of the applicants, Keven Crocker and William Williams, who were also present.  This property is off of Route 135 (Woolworth Estates).   They propose to remove the existing  cottage and garage to construct a new house and attached garage.  The proposed building is 1,000 SF in less than a 75 foot setback.  The total footprint – less than 100 feet applies.  The building is proposed to be moved back 60 feet to the water.  It is currently at 30 feet, which includes the steps.  The existing Subsurface Wastewater Disposal System (SWDS) is on site.  There is a power line that crosses the property.  This will be removed.  Access to the lot will remain the same.   The total acreage of the parcel is 3.29 acres.  There is a 26 foot setback for the garage.  Basically, the home would be moving back, increasing the distance from the lake.  A Site Visit will be necessary before the next regularly scheduled Planning Board meeting, which is Thursday, June 11, 2015.  The garage/breezeway totals 2,000 SF.  The total building SF is 4,000.  This is a replacement of buildings.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:	by John Dovinsky, seconded by Ray Simond to move to accept the application for Keven B. Crocker and William S. Williams – 51 Colby Drive (Map 49, Lot 12).
VOTED:	5-0 (Passed).
	The fees were determined to be:  
· Shoreland Permit fee of $150.00, and
· Escrow Fee of $200.00.
The total fees due are $350.00.  A Site Visit will be held on Thursday, June 4, 2015, at 6:30 pm.  Bill Monagle of the Cobbossee Watershed District (CWD) will be notified.  An Erosion Control Plan will be submitted for the next meeting.  

5.	Other Business.  David Shaw stated that the Shoreland Ordinance needs to be worked on.
	
6.	Public Comment.  None.

7.	CEO – Application Review & Updates.  David Shaw updated the board by stating that there is a non-conforming lot on North Main Street.  It is a house that belonged to the Church in North Monmouth.  This has been tax acquired.  Also a Notice of Violation was sent to an owner on Cobbossee Road, due to 30-40 bags of trash left outside.  This Notice of Violation was distributed to board members at this meeting.
 
8.	Adjournment.  There was no motion made.  This meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm.  

Respectfully submitted,


Doreen M. Christ 
Recording Secretary – Town of Monmouth
