MONMOUTH PLANNING BOARD
Meeting Minutes
February 12, 2015

PRESENT:  Steve O’Donnell – Chair; Ray Simond – Vice Chair; and  Larry Saucier – Member.  
ABSENT:  Michael Cyr and John Dovinsky – Members and Rick Grant and Cindy Parker – Alternate Members.
ALSO PRESENT:  David Shaw – CEO and Doreen Christ – Recording Secretary.

1.     	Call to Order.  This meeting was called to order by Steve O’Donnell - Chair at 7:04 p.m.  

2.	Approval of Minutes:   January 8, 2015.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:	by Larry Saucier, seconded by Ray Simond to accept the Planning Board meeting minutes for January 8, 2015, as written.
VOTED:	3-0 (Passed).

3.	Old Business.  None.

4.	New Business.  None.

5.	Other Business.  Proposed Changes to both the Shoreland Zoning and Comprehensive Building Ordinances.  
Signs.  The current Sign Ordinance does not regulate the number of signs or the size.  The Town of Readfield has extensive regulation.  The Town of Winthrop is not overly regulated, but does have some standards.  Distributed at this meeting were copies of the Sign Ordinances for both the Towns of Readfield and Winthrop.  Commercial Buildings - you could go to 12’ x 12’ with signs.  Winthrop goes by the number of signs and SF.  Reference was made to Section 14, Item B., Sub-Item 5 of the Readfield Ordinance where it states, “No sign shall be displayed more than twenty (20) feet above grade as measured from the top of the sign or extend above the lowest point of the main roof line of the principal building, whichever is less.”  David Shaw suggested setting a size, putting it down, setting it in place, and see how it flies for a year or two.  The size and location could be reviewed by the  CEO and the Planning Board.  Ray Simond suggested breaking down the review.  On Page 55 of the Readfield Ordinance, is a listing of signs.  It was suggested that signs for home occupation could be reviewed by the CEO.  Commercial Signs could be reviewed by the Planning Board.   Steve O’Donnell said standards could be developed, such as what are you basing your standards on.   He suggested setting a limit, if regulating it at all.  Another suggestion was that they be defined by a district.  Steve O’Donnell said that certain areas the signs could be limited by size.  David Shaw said larger signs could be determined by the speed limit.  The maximum size could be limited.  David Shaw said that home-based businesses could be limited to a certain SF.  
	Any changes made to both the Shoreland Zoning and Comprehensive Building Ordinances need to be close to being done by the next regularly scheduled Planning Board meeting, which is March 12, 2015.  David Shaw stated that we cannot be in violation of the Comprehensive Plan.  Again, this all needs to be pulled together by the March 2015 meeting.
	Ray Simond suggested dealing with home occupations now.  He also suggested leaving up to safety by the Board and to put in for home-based businesses.  David Shaw suggested letting the Planning Board to decide.  Steve O’Donnell said that we need to follow what is in the Comprehensive Plan.  In conclusion to this discussion, it was decided to bring this item back to the next regularly scheduled Planning Board meeting, which is Thursday, March 12, 2015.
	Flag Lots.  Distributed at this meeting was Section 4.1.6 – Flag Lot Standards.  This section needs to be re-written.  Winthrop’s standards need to be looked at.  There is a need to review the Planning Board’s application for Site Plan, Subdivisions, and Shoreland. Zoning.  An on-line application needs to be created in either adobe or pdf format.  David Shaw requested an example of the Planning Board’s application or permits to be forwarded to him.
	Farmland Standards need to be identified and added into the requirements for Subdivisions (Section 6.1.1 Subdivisions).
	Any connection to MUBEC (Maine Unified Building Code) needs to be left alone.
	Other changes are just updates.
	David Shaw will talk with Timothy McDonald (Board of Selectmen Member) on the Shoreland Ordinance in regards to the wording of “New” construction.

6.	Public Comment.  None.

7.	CEO – Application Review & Updates.  None.
 
8.	Adjournment.  The following motion was made.
MOTION:	by Larry Saucier, seconded by Ray Simond to adjourn this meeting at 8:00 pm.
VOTED:	3-0 (Passed). 

Respectfully submitted,



Doreen M. Christ 
Recording Secretary – Town of Monmouth
